
Mandatory FCC
Radio Narrowbanding 

Deadlines Are Approaching. 

Is Your Company Ready?

The FCC’s ”Narrowbanding Rules” for the 150-174 and 421-512 MHz bands are found in Sections 90.209 and 90.203 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), which was last revised on October 1, 2008. These rules are based on the 
decisions adopted by the FCC in its Third Memorandum Opinion and Order released on December 23, 2004, and the 
Third Report and Order released on March 26, 2007, in WT Docket No.99-87.

The FCC “strongly urges licensees to consider 
migrating directly to 6.25 kHz technology 
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and later migrating to 6.25 kHz technology.” 
FCC WT Docket No.99-87 3rd Report & Order News Release

January 1, 2011:
FCC no longer accepts end user applications 
for new or expanded contours greater than 
12.5kHz channel spacing.

Manufacturers are prohibited from creating 
or importing radio equipment operating on 
greater than 12.5 kHz channel spacing.

FCC will not accept new radio designs that 
are not capable of operating at equal to or 
less than 6.25kHz channel spacing. 

January 1, 2013:
All radio systems must operate at 12.5kHz or 
less channel spacing compliant. 

Date TBA:
All radio systems must be 6.25kHz channel 
spacing compliant.

VHF (150 - 174 MHz) and UHF (421 - 512 MHz) 
radio systems face mandatory FCC changes.

IDAS is the Smart Narrowbanding Solution.
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The Smart Solution:
IDAS takes the idea of radio spectrum  
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FCC mandate to go to narrow band voice 
channels by leapfrogging the 12.5kHz target 
and going directly to digital 6.25 kHz chan-
nels. This aligns with the FCC’s vision of  
getting the 6.25 kHz in the near future.

To meet this transition challenge, IDAS is 
designed to make that digital migration as 
seamless as possible. No forklift upgrades 
required!  Just put in the infrastructure and 
over the next two years add the digital  
radios as your budget allows to achieve FCC 
compliance. The key is IDAS radios’ ability to 
operate in dual analog/digital mode so com-
munications are not lost between your legacy 
radios and your IDAS radios as you migrate.

In addition, IDAS offers greater audio qual-
ity, enhanced security, integrated data avail-
able now in conventional mode or with IDAS 
trunking for heavily loaded systems - making 
the most of the radio spectrum you have.
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